
2008 Farm Bill Fact Sheet 
Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008 

 
 
The Food, Conservation and Energy Act of 2008, or simply the Farm Bill, is an omnibus bill 
covering nutrition and farm programs for 2008-2012.  
 
Total Estimated Budget: $284 billion 1 (previous Farm Bill cost was $270.2 billion) 

2008 Farm Bill

Nutrition 67%

Commodity Programs 15%

Conservation 9%

Crop Insurance 8%

Miscellaneous 1%

 
 

Titles within the Farm Bill: 
1. Commodity Programs (15%,): Farm support aimed at maintaining a stable food supply 

through direct payments, loans, and price supports. 
2. Conservation ($24 billion, 9%): Programs to protect, restore & conserve water, soil, and 

wildlife. Main programs include Conservation Reserve Program (CRP), Wetland Reserve 
Program (WRP), Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Conservation Security 
Program (CSP) 

3. Trade ($n/a): Marketing programs to encourage American commodities in world market, & 
programs for Int’l food aid.   

4. Nutrition (67%): Programs combat food insecurity in the US through food stamps (the 
largest program), emergency food assistance, and school lunches.   

5. Credit ($n/a): Provides credit, particularly to beginning or socially disadvantaged farmers 
and ranchers. 

6. Rural Development ($n/a): Number of rural development projects, including water and 
wastewater projects for small communities 

7. Research and Related Matters ($n/a): invests in research to advance agriculture. 
8. Forestry ($n/a): Funds programs that maintain and protect US Forests 
9. Energy ($1 billion): New title that focuses on renewable energy programs to create energy 

independence. 

                                                 
1 Johnson, Renee, et.al. The 2008 Farm Bill: Major Provisions and Legislative Action. CRS Report for Congress. 3 
October 2008. http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL34696_20081003.pdf 
 



10. Horticulture and Organic Agriculture ($n/a): New title specific to fruit & vegetable 
production; includes programs that encourage local production, farmers’ markets, new 
support for organic ag, new funding for specialty crops. 

11. Livestock ($n/a): Includes programs and policies on livestock mandatory reporting, labeling, 
inspections, livestock health and disease, and food safety. 

12. Crop Insurance and Disaster Assistance Programs ($n/a): Includes gov’t reimbursement 
to crop insurance companies, Supplemental Agricultural Disaster Assistance (SADA) 

13. Commodity Futures ($n/a): Provides oversight on futures trading. 
14. Miscellaneous: Includes small points of interest regarding previous titles. 
15. Trade and Tax Provisions ($n/a): Includes tax provisions and other program funds. 
 
 
Statistics 

 Only about 25% of all farms receive direct government payments2  
 In the past years only five crops (corn, wheat, cotton, rice, and soybeans) have accounted 

for over 90% of government commodity payments to farmers3 
 
Nutrition Programs 
This title, the largest in the Farm Bill, includes an array of different programs. The Food Stamp 
Program is the largest program. The title also includes programs to provide Food Banks with 
funding to battle food insecurity. The USDA Snack Program is a $1.02 billion program that 
provides healthy snacks to schools. The Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) is also 
included in the title. Provides funding for (although very small amounts) and encourages locally 
produced items and farmers markets. 
 
 

Top Commodity and Conservation Programs from the Farm Bill in Napa County, 
California, program years 2003-2005: 

Rank Program   Number of Beneficiaries    2003-2005 Total 
1 Env. Quality Incentive Program      83       $376,027  
2 Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP) 1        $10,000  
3 Wool Subsidies        3        $3,702  
4 Sheep Meat Subsidies        2        $3,222  
5 Mohair Subsidies         1        $127 
 
New Provisions in the 2008 FB 
 For the first time, horticulture and organic agriculture has its own title within the farm bill. 

Within this title are the following improvements: 
o The Specialty Crop Block Grant Program: Provides $466 million over 10 years to 

expand the specialty crop block grant program; The block grants are provided to 
states to support projects in research, marketing, education, pest and disease 
management, production, and food safety. 

o Increase in funding for organic certification, research & analysis, marketing, and 
production. 

o New funding for farmers’ markets and locally produced items. 
 

                                                 
2 Economic Report of the President 2006. http://www.gpoaccess.gov/eop/2006/2006_erp.pdf  
3 Monke, Jim. Farm Commodity Payments in the 208 Farm Bill. CRS Report for Congress. 30 September 2008. 
http://www.nationalaglawcenter.org/assets/crs/RL34594.pdf  



 
 The new Energy title in the Farm Bill supplies $1 billion towards renewable energy 

independence. 
 Country-of-origin label made mandatory for fruit and livestock by 30 September 2008 

(implementation of COOL had been postponed since 2002).4 
 
 
 
 
Get More Information 

 House Committee on Agriculture, http://agriculture.house.gov/index.shtml 
 Congressional Research Service Reports from the National Agricultural Law Center, 

http://www.nationalaglawcenter.org/crs/index.phtml#farmbills 
 Environmental Working Group Farm Subsidy Database 

http://farm.ewg.org/farm/region.php?fips=00 
 
 
 
Credit:  Ashley Elles, NCFB Intern, January 2009.   

                                                 
4 “2008 Farm Bill: Title XI: Livestock.” United States Department of Agriculture, Economic Research Service. 
Updated 20 August 2008. http://www.ers.usda.gov/FarmBill/2008/Titles/TitleXILivestock.htm#COOL 


