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Action Alert!  Weigh-in on the State Water Board
proposed regulations targeting septic systems.

Use our easy Farm Team Action Alert program to comment
on burdensome & costly state regulations on septic sys-
tems. At minimum, property owners with existing systems
will be required to: inspect septic systems ($325 estimated cost)
every five years, sample & analyze groundwater from on-site
domestic wells every five years, retrofit tanks if found to be
causing pollution ($45,000 estimated cost). To send a letter
through Farm Team go to http://capwiz.com/cfbf/state/main/?
state=CA

Update on Vine Trail

Last year, Farm Bureau joined the Board of the Napa Val-
ley Vine Trail Coalition (NVVTC) with the following pur-
pose: 1) participate in exploring options to enhance recrea-
tional trails and alternative transportation in Napa County
2) voice and protect ag’s interest and assure Right to Farm
3) assure voluntary participation by landowners and no use
of eminent domain 4) maintain the integrity of the Ag Pre-
serve 5) facilitate timely info to our members about the trail
opportunities, progress, options and impacts.

The NVVTC Board is still in the exploratory phase on
many issues, including trail alignment, funding, impacts to
ag and zoning issues. It was never the intent of the vine trail
leaders to use condemnation procedures. To clearly allay
those fears, the NVVTC Board made a firm statement by
unanimous voting at the January meeting to not allow emi-
nent domain in creating new trails. We will host a members’
forum on the vine trail in the spring. Meanwhile for more
info go to www.napavalleyvinetrail.org or call the FB office.

Stop conversion of ag land to golf course
in Pope Valley!

Farm Bureau opposes the pending Lake Luciana develop-
ment plan that proposes to convert agricultural lands in
Pope Valley to a private golf course. The developers claim
the parcels are not suitable for ag. Knowing the history of
the parcel and viticultural operations with soil profiles simi-
lar to the project site, FB Directors Peter Nissen, Manuel
Rios and Steve Matthiasson, all submitted testimony at the
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Help protect rural Angwin!

On Jan. 27th, County Supervisors deadlocked in a 2-2 vote on
protecting rural Angwin and amending the land use to prevent
inappropriate development in this rural ag area of the county.
The General Plan amendment proposal stems from years of
planning work for the county General Plan update.

Farm Bureau has been working to amend the county’s 12
“urban bubbles” and protect farmland and the county’s rural
character since the winter of 2005. We succeeded partially last
December, when the Supes voted to redesignate and protect
almost 1,900 acres of ag land from the 12 “urban bubbles”.

For the Angwin “bubble”, the Supervisors needed more time
to study the issue and deferred further changes to January
27th,

The Angwin land use designation changes are controversial,
as Pacific Union College (PUC), despite full knowledge of the
pending General Plan review process, submitted an application
in July 2007 for a master-planned “Eco-Village” subdivision.
FB supports PUC, but opposes this unsustainable and ill-
suited development.

The Supervisor’s decision is now scheduled for Feb. 24th
when Supervisor Mark Luce will be able to participate and
break the tie. Please help by letting your Supervisor know
that you support the land use changes to protect the rural and
agricultural integrity of the Angwin area. For more info call
the FB office or go to www.saveruralangwin.org.

Crop Disaster Aid deadline- February 27

The Crop Disaster Program (CDP) provides benefits to farm-
ers who suffered losses to their 2005-2007 crops from natural
disasters and related conditions. Only producers who obtained
crop insurance coverage or coverage under the Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) for the year of loss
will be eligible for CDP benefits.

The ending date of Feb. 27 applies to the receipt of a signed
and completed FSA-840 application along with all supporting
documentation and required forms at the applicable county
Farm Service Agency office.

Napa county producers should call the FSA office at 944-
0622. More information is available on our website at http://
www.napafarmbureau.org/aboutncfb/currentissues.html

Farm Safety Seminar I March 13, 2009 | 8:00 am - 12 pm | English and Spanish | Napa Expo - Cabernet Hall

Farmers and farmworkers routinely must deal with potential hazards such as equipment, tractor, ATV, chemicals, and

the weather.

The Farm Safety seminar will educate farmers, employees about the importance of farm safety as well as remind them

of the latest safety regulation.

Classes will be presented in Spanish and English and attendees will receive a certificate of participation for their records.
Visit napafarmbureau.org for more information and download a registration form.






